Rhode Island’s Statewide Health Equity Indicators

Developed through the RIDOH Community Health Assessment Group

How the Statewide
Health Equity Indicators
were developed

The CHAG includes partners from diverse
sectors, including representatives from
local and state government, academia,
philanthropy, community-based organiza-
tions, healthcare, Health Equity Zones,
nonprofit policy and advocacy organiza-
tions, and the private sector. CHAG
members spent more than two years
developing this set of indicators through
an extensive community engagement
process that included the following phases:

Phase 1: Identified policy priorities and
reviewed similar work nationally
and internationally.

Phase 2: Examined 180+ potential
indicators.

Phase 3: Selected a core set of indicators.

Phase 4: Encouraging use of the indicators
as the statewide standard to
assess progress toward health
equity in Rhode Island.

Imagine a Rhode Island where every person has a fair and just
opportunity to be healthy. This is known as health equity. We
all want to live in a place without obstacles to health like
poverty and discrimination. And we all want to live in commu-
nities where we and our loved ones can access good jobs with
fair pay, quality education, and safe environments. Yet in every
neighborhood, a range of conditions affect people’s health
and safety every day.

Health happens inside our homes, schools, jobs, and
communities

Generations-long social, economic, and environmental inequities have resulted in
adverse health outcomes. They affect communities differently and have a greater
influence on health outcomes than individual choices or access to healthcare.
Reducing these inequities can help improve opportunities for everyone. To improve
surveillance of the socioeconomic and environmental factors that drive health
inequities, the Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) collaborated with
members of the Community Health Assessment Group (CHAG) to develop Rhode
Island’s first set of Statewide Health Equity Indicators.

Key information

The Statewide Health Equity Indicators include 15 determinants of health in five
domains that affect health equity: integrated healthcare, community resiliency,
physical environment, socioeconomics, and community trauma. Data come from
various sources. When possible, data are reported by geographic location, race/eth-
nicity, disability status, income level, or other demographic characteristics.

How to use the data

We encourage Rhode Islanders to collaborate across sectors to address barriers to
health and advance health equity. Rhode Island’s Statewide Health Equity Indicators
can help identify systems and policies that affect the ability of every Rhode Islander
to live a healthy life and achieve their full potential. They are intended to help
communities measure the impact of health equity interventions, such as Rl's
Health Equity Zone initiative, by providing baseline data and informing outcomes
evaluation. They also provide a way to measure our shared progress.

To learn more about the indicators, visit www.health.ri.gov/data/healthequity.

To learn more about how RIDOH's Health Equity Institute is collaborating with state
leaders and community partners to build healthy, resilient communities, contact
Christopher.Ausura@health.ri.gov or call 401-222-1383.
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Notes

* Many efforts are already underway in Rhode Island and across the country to address obstacles to health and evaluate initiatives to advance health equity. Rhode Island’s
Statewide Health Equity Indicators were developed to complement this work and provide a statewide standard for assessing progress to improve the social, economic, and
environmental conditions that impact health.

e The indicators are strategically aligned with, and intended to complement, other measures related to socioeconomic and environmental determinants of health, such as

Governor Gina M. Raimondo’s Third Grade Reading Goal and the nationwide Health Opportunity and Equity (HOPE) Initiative, supported by Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

and led by National Collaborative for Health Equity and Texas Health Institute in partnership with Virginia Commonwealth University’s Center on Society and Health.

e The set of indicators includes some positive indicators (e.g. tree canopy, graduation rates), and some negative indicators (e.g. cost-burdened renters and owners, violent crime

rate). The indicators reflect a range of systems and policies that affect the ability of every Rhode Islander to live a healthy life in a healthy community.
e Indicators reflect data available at this time. As additional data become available, some indicators may be updated.




